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DISCLAIMER 

This response was prepared after researching publicly accessible information currently available to 

the Refugee Documentation Centre within time constraints. All COI Query Responses re compiled in 

line with the Common EU Guidelines (2008) and the EUAA Methodology (2023). This response is not 

and does not purport to be conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to international 

protection. Please refer to all documents cited. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COI QUERY RESPONSE 

 

BANGLADESH – TREATMENT OF THE OPPOSITION 

 

In January 2025 Human Rights Watch includes commenting on the: “…targeting [of] perceived 

Awami League supporters.”1 

A report issued in January 2025 by the International Crisis Group points out that “…the Awami 

League (AL), which had seized partisan control of much of the state apparatus, has been shunted to 

the political margins…”2 

In February 2025 Human Rights Watch notes that: “An interim government, led by Nobel laureate 

Muhammad Yunus has pledged security sector reform. However, it has deployed security forces, 

including the military, for “Operation Devil Hunt,” arresting nearly 2,000 people, mostly supporters 

of Hasina’s deposed Awami League government.”3 

A publication issued in March 2025 by Human Rights Watch comments on the “…targeting [of] 

Awami League supporters.”4 

Human Rights Watch in May 2025 states that: “…the government, led by Nobel laureate Muhammad 

Yunus, is attempting to suppress the rights of supporters of the deposed leader, Sheikh Hasina, and 

the Awami League party.”5 

 
1 Human Rights Watch (27 January 2025) After the Monsoon Revolution, A Roadmap to Lasting Security Sector 
Reform in Bangladesh, p.2 
2 International Crisis Group (30 January 2025) Bangladesh: The Dilemmas of a Democratic Transition, p.1 
3 Human Rights Watch (12 February 2025) Bangladesh: Uphold Impartiality in Law Enforcement 
4 Human Rights Watch (4 March 2025) HRW Oral Statement at the 58th Session of the UN Human Rights 
Council 
5 Human Rights Watch (21 May 2025) Bangladesh: Review Laws and Protect Human Rights Standards, p.1 
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The Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada issued a compilation of COI research in May 2025 on 

the political opposition which is include below6 

A report published in June 2025 by the Rights and Risks Analysis Group states that: “At least 123 

members of the Awami League and its affiliate organisations such as Swechasebak League, Chhatra 

League, Juba League, Matsojibi League, Krishak League etc were murdered or killed in custody from 

5 August 2024, after the fall of Sheikh Hasina government…”7 

In July 2025 CIVICUS states that: “…in May…the interim government banned all AL activities under 

the Anti-Terrorism Act following renewed NCP street protests…The Election Commission 

subsequently suspended the AL's registration, effectively barring it from future elections and 

decisively altering Bangladesh's political landscape.”8 

The Associated Press in July 2025 includes commentary On: “Hasina's Awami League party, which 

authorities banned in May…”9 

In July 2025 ACLED points out that: “The interim government has banned all political activities by 

Hasina’s party, the Awami League (AL)…”10 

Odhikar issued a report in July 2025 commenting on various human rights issues occurring during 

the second quarter of 2025 which is referenced and attached below11 

In July 2025 Business Monitor states that: “…political violence [is] a common occurrence in 

Bangladesh…”12 

A report published in July 2025 by Human Rights Watch notes that: “…the interim government has 

used arbitrary detention to target perceived political opponents…”13 
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