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Disclaimer

This response to a COIl query has been elaborated according to the EUAA COIl Report Methodology and
EUAA Writing and Referencing Guide.

Query responses are produced in response to COIl information requests received from asylum authorities
within EU+ countries or initiated by EUAA based on COl information needs. Query responses are produced
within a limited time period, typically within 5 to 10 days. Within these time constraints, the information
provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care.

All sources used are referenced and cited in the bibliography section. A quality review has been performed in
line with the above mentioned COI methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive or
conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the
person or organisation does not exist. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular
legal position.

The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EUAA and makes no political
statement whatsoever. The target audience is caseworkers, COI researchers, policy makers, and decision-making
authorities. Any event taking place after the reference period is not included in this query response.

Cite as: EUAA, Country of Origin Information Query, Russia, Security situation in Belgorod City and Belgorod
Oblast, 4 November 2025, url


https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Report_methodology.pdf
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COIl QUERY RESPONSE - Russia

Security situation in Belgorod City and Belgorod Oblast

1. Overview

The Belgorod region, which borders eastern Ukraine’s Luhansk, Kharkiv and Sumy regions,
has ‘witnessed frequent hostilities, including occasional ground incursions that started in May
2023."In April 2025, Ukrainian President Zelenskyy affirmed that Ukrainian forces were
operating in the Belgorod region, and stated that ‘we continue to conduct active operations in
the border areas on the enemy’s territory’.? According to sources, the Belgorod region, which
is inhabited by around 1.5 million people, was ‘regularly the target of Ukrainian air attacks’.?
Sources further specify that the Belgorod region was targeted by several drone attacks
carried out by the Ukrainian military.* According to an October 2025 article by BBC News,
‘residents of Russia's Belgorod region say blackouts, air-raid sirens and the sound of gunfire
aimed at incoming Ukrainian drones are becoming increasingly common’.® The same source,
citing external data, added that ‘the number of Ukrainian drone attacks on the Belgorod
region has increased nearly fourfold since the start of 2025’, while ‘in September [2025], more
than 4,000 Ukrainian drones were recorded in the Belgorod region, compared with around
1,100 in January 2025'.® Furthermore, BBC News indicated that there has ‘also been an
increase in missile attacks since the summer’ of 2025, while in September 2025, ‘one of the
biggest strikes’ was reported with the region being attacked with more than 260 drones.’

2. Security incidents and impact on the civilian population

The following security incidents were reported among sources consulted between January
2025 and 4 November 2025:

« A January 2025 article by The Moscow Times described that authorities in Russia’s
Belgorod region ordered the evacuation of residents from the border village of
Terezovka ‘amid ongoing drone strikes and shelling’. Governor Vyacheslav Gladkov
announced the move on Telegram but ‘did not elaborate on the specific nature’ of the

" Kyiv Post, Russia’s Belgorod Issues Blackout Warning Amid Missile Strike Claims, 12 October 2025, url

2 BBC News, Zelensky confirms Ukraine troops in Russia's Belgorod region, 8 April 2025, url; Guardian (The),
Ukraine war briefing: Zelenskyy speaks of military presence in Russia’s Belgorod region for first time, 8 April 2025,
url

3 Guardian (The), Ukraine war briefing: Zelenskyy speaks of military presence in Russia’s Belgorod region for first
time, 8 April 2025, url; Le Monde, Zelensky confirms Ukrainian troops active in Russia's Belgorod region, 8 April
2025, url

4 Moscow Times (The), Ukrainian Drone Attack Kills 3 in Russia’s Belgorod Region, Governor Says, 6 February
2025, url; Moscow Times (The), Ukrainian Drone Attacks on Belgorod Region Injure At Least 16, Governor Says, 14
May 2025, url, p. 1; Asharq Al-Awsat, Ukrainian Drone Attacks Kill Two in Russia’s Belgorod, Governor Says, 2
February 2025, url

5 BBC News, Blackouts hit Russia's Belgorod as Ukrainian drone attacks surge, 23 October 2025, url

6 BBC News, Blackouts hit Russia's Belgorod as Ukrainian drone attacks surge, 23 October 2025, url

7 BBC News, Blackouts hit Russia's Belgorod as Ukrainian drone attacks surge, 23 October 2025, url


https://www.kyivpost.com/post/61919
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwy7dv6zk36o
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/apr/08/ukraine-war-briefing-zelenskyy-speaks-of-military-presence-in-russias-belgorod-region-for-first-time
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/apr/08/ukraine-war-briefing-zelenskyy-speaks-of-military-presence-in-russias-belgorod-region-for-first-time
https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2025/04/08/zelensky-confirms-ukrainian-troops-active-in-russia-s-belgorod-region_6739940_4.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/02/06/ukrainian-drone-attack-kills-3-in-russias-belgorod-region-governor-says-a87884
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/05/14/ukrainian-drone-attacks-on-belgorod-region-injure-at-least-16-governor-says-a89070/pdf
https://english.aawsat.com/world/5107659-ukrainian-drone-attacks-kill-two-russia%E2%80%99s-belgorod-governor-says
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clyl2wjp4nyo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clyl2wjp4nyo
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clyl2wjp4nyo
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situation, which follows ‘frequently reported’ cross-border attacks since Russia’s 2022
invasion of Ukraine.®

« In February 2025, an article by The Moscow Times reported that three people were
killed in a Ukrainian drone strike near Logachevka village in Belgorod region.
According to the article, Governor Gladkov stated that residents should avoid the
border area in the Belgorod region, where a ‘no-go zone’ was established in 2022
‘due to the risk of Ukrainian attacks’.®

e InFebruary 2025, the Belgorod region came under multiple Ukrainian drone attacks,
killing two civilians and injuring another, according to regional governor, as cited by
Reuters. The article added that the Russian Defense Ministry claimed it ‘destroyed 44
Ukrainian drones over the last 24 hours,” and that ‘Belgorod and other regions
bordering Ukraine have been under Ukrainian strikes since the war began’.

« On 18 March 2025, according to The Guardian, Ukrainian special forces reported
destroying four Russian helicopters in the Belgorod region. The source noted that in
March 2025, Ukrainian forces carried out cross-border strikes into Belgorod Oblast."

« According to an article by The Moscow Times dated 18 March 2025, Russia’s military
claimed that it ‘repelled an attempt by Ukrainian forces to launch an assault on the
Belgorod region’, describing it as an effort ‘to undermine ceasefire talks between
Moscow and Washington’. The article added that the attack by Ukrainian forces
involved ‘up to 200 soldiers, five tanks, 16 armored combat vehicles and three
demolition vehicles,” and quoted the Russian Defense Ministry as saying that ‘[a] total
of five attacks were carried out by the enemy during the day’.”

« On 14 May 2025, regional authorities reported that a series of Ukrainian drone attacks
on Russia’s Belgorod region over that day injured at least 16 people, as cited by The
Moscow Times.”

« In September 2025, Reuters reported that Russia’s Belgorod region was ‘working to
restore power and hot water after Ukrainian missile strikes caused significant outages
and injured at least three civilians’. According to the regional governor, Ukraine had
targeted the region’s infrastructure and had ‘twice struck the regional capital,
Belgorod, with six warheads in total’."

« A BBC News article from October 2025, citing the regional governor, stated that three
people were killed and at least nine others injured in a Ukrainian strike on the Russian
border region of Belgorod, in the village of Maslova Pristan. The source noted that it

& Moscow Times (The), Belgorod Region Border Village Ordered to Evacuate Amid Ukrainian Attacks, 23 January
2025, url

® Moscow Times (The), Ukrainian Drone Attack Kills 3 in Russia’s Belgorod Region, Governor Says, 6 February
2025, url

0 Reuters, Ukrainian Drone Attacks Kill Two in Russia’s Belgorod, Governor Says, 2 February 2025, url

" Guardian (The), Ukraine war briefing: Strike into Belgorod ‘destroys four Russian helicopters’, 25 March 2025, url
2 Moscow Times (The), Russian Army Says It Repelled Ukrainian Assault on Belgorod Amid Ceasefire Talks, 18
March 2025, url

3 Moscow Times (The), Ukrainian Drone Attacks on Belgorod Region Injure At Least 16, Governor Says, 14 May
2025, url, p. 1

4 Reuters, Russia's Belgorod region scrambles to restore power after Ukrainian missile attack, governor says, 29
September 2025, url


https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/01/23/belgorod-region-border-village-ordered-to-evacuate-amid-ukrainian-attacks-a87709
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/02/06/ukrainian-drone-attack-kills-3-in-russias-belgorod-region-governor-says-a87884
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/ukraine-drone-attack-kills-one-russias-belgorod-governor-says-2025-02-02/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/mar/25/ukraine-war-briefing-belgorod-strike-destroys-four-russian-helicopters
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/03/18/russian-army-says-it-repelled-ukrainian-assault-on-belgorod-amid-ceasefire-talks-a88408
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/05/14/ukrainian-drone-attacks-on-belgorod-region-injure-at-least-16-governor-says-a89070/pdf
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/russias-belgorod-region-scrambles-restore-power-after-ukrainian-missile-attack-2025-09-29/
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was ‘the third consecutive day Ukraine has struck the region’, which left ‘thousands of
people without power’.™®

o« On 26 October 2025, Russian authorities declared an emergency at the Belgorod
Reservoir after ‘a series of Ukrainian strikes’ caused ‘significant structural damage’ to
the dam, with about 1 000 residents in the potential flood zone offered temporary
accommodation, according to The Moscow Times."®

3. Humanitarian situation

Information on the humanitarian situation in Belgorod City and Belgorod Oblast was scarce
among the sources consulted by EUAA within the time constraints of this query. However, the
following information may be relevant.

Sources reported that residents, including children,” of Belgorod City and Belgorod Oblast
have been evacuated on multiple occasions to other regions due to strikes by Ukrainian
forces and their repercussions.™

'S BBC News, Three killed in latest Ukrainian strike on Russia's Belgorod region, 8 October 2025, url

'® Moscow Times (The), Ukraine Strikes Russian Dam, Triggering Emergency in Belgorod Region, 27 October 2025,
url

7 BBC News, Ukraine war: Thousands of children to be evacuated from Belgorod after strikes, 19 March 2024, url.
The aforementioned source has been included due to its relevance despite occurring prior to the reference period
of the query.

'8 Moscow Times (The), Belgorod Region Border Village Ordered to Evacuate Amid Ukrainian Attacks, 23 January
2025, url; BBC News, Ukraine war: Some residents leave Belgorod after deadly attacks, 6 January 2024, url; BBC
News, Ukraine war: Thousands of children to be evacuated from Belgorod after strikes, 19 March 2024, url; Novaya
Gazeta, Villages evacuated in Russia’s Belgorod region after Ukrainian missile strike damages dam, 25 October
2025, url. The aforementioned sources have been included due to their relevance despite occurring prior to the
reference period of the query.


https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cz9j8jlyzzno
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/10/27/ukraine-strikes-russian-dam-triggering-emergency-in-belgorod-region-a90949
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-68605562
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/01/23/belgorod-region-border-village-ordered-to-evacuate-amid-ukrainian-attacks-a87709
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-67895152?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=KARANGA
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-68605562
https://novayagazeta.eu/articles/2025/10/25/villages-evacuated-in-russias-belgorod-region-after-ukrainian-missile-strike-damages-dam-en-news
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