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Disclaimer

This response to a COIl query has been elaborated according to the EUAA COI Report Methodology and
EUAA Writing and Referencing Guide.

Query responses are produced in response to COIl information requests received from asylum authorities
within EU+ countries or initiated by EUAA based on COIl information needs. Query responses are produced
within a limited time period, typically within 5 to 10 days. Within these time constraints, the information
provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care.

All sources used are referenced and cited in the bibliography section. A quality review has been performed in
line with the above mentioned COIl methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive or
conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the
person or organisation does not exist. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular
legal position.

The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EUAA and makes no political
statement whatsoever. The target audience is caseworkers, COIl researchers, policy makers, and decision-making
authorities. Any event taking place after the reference period is not included in this query response.

Cite as: EUAA, Country of Origin Information Query, Bangladesh, Information on the Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), 25 July 2025, url
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COIl QUERY RESPONSE - Bangladesh

Information on the Bangladesh Chhatra League (BCL)

1. Structure, purpose and organisation

The Bangladesh Chhatra League is a student wing of the former governing political party, the
Awami league, which led Bangladesh under Sheikh Hasina for more than 15 years until it was
overthrown by pro-democracy mass protests in July/August 2024." In October 2024, the
current interim government of Bangladesh, under Prime Minister Muhammad Yunus, banned
the Bangladesh Chhatra League citing ‘its involvement in murder, torture, rape, and terrorism,
particularly during the last 15 years of the Sheikh Hasina regime’,? as well as acts such as
‘violence, harassment and exploitation of public resources’.® The ban was imposed under the
anti-terrorism act of 2009.* Bangladesh’s interim government also declared it a ‘terrorist
organisation’.®

In May 2025, the interim government also imposed a ban on all activities of the former-
governing party, the Awami league.® According to sources, under the previous Awami League
government, the Bangladesh Chhatra League suppressed dissent, used violence, and
attacked student protesters, during antigovernment protests in July and August of 2024.7
Furthermore, local media reported that during the Awami League’s years in power, members
of the Chhatra League who were involved in violent acts were often rewarded with senior
positions and better opportunities.®

The Chhatra league was founded in 1948 under the leadership of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the
country’s founding president. ° According to January 2023 article by the local news source,
New Age BD, the organisation was involved in programmes at all universities and district
levels, including rallies and cultural events." Further, the organisation was made up of 301

' Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2025 — Bangladesh, 2025, url; BD News 24, Interim government bans
Bangladesh Chhatra League under anti-terrorism law, 23 October 2024, url; Al Jazeera, Bangladesh’s new
outcasts: Students from ex-PM Hasina’s party now in hiding, 27 October 2024, url; Reuters, Bangladesh bans
student wing of ousted Sheikh Hasina's party, 24 October 2024, url

2 BD News 24, Interim government bans Bangladesh Chhatra League under anti-terrorism law, 23 October 2024,
url

3 Al Jazeera, Bangladesh’s new outcasts: Students from ex-PM Hasina’s party now in hiding, 27 October 2024, url
4 BD News 24, Interim government bans Bangladesh Chhatra League under anti-terrorism law, 23 October 2024,
url; Daily Asianage, Chhatra League banned for 'terror' activities, 24 October 2024, url

5 Al Jazeera, Bangladesh’s new outcasts: Students from ex-PM Hasina’s party now in hiding, 27 October 2024, url;
Print (The), Chhatra League leaders hide for safety in Bangladesh. They’re organising to bring back Hasina, 30
November 2024, url

6 DW, Bangladesh: What does the ban of Sheikh Hasina's party mean?, 12 May 2025, url

7 Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2025 — Bangladesh, 2025, url; Al Jazeera, Bangladesh’s new outcasts:
Students from ex-PM Hasina’s party now in hiding, 27 October 2024, url; CILJ, The July Revolution: Student Politics
in Bangladesh Violated Right to Life, 10 July 2025, url

8 Netra News, Let a future Bangladesh be free of Chhatra League, 24 July 2024, url

® New Age BD, Chhatra League observes 75 years of founding anniversary, 4 January 2023, url

' New Age BD, Chhatra League observes 75 years of founding anniversary, 4 January 2023, url


https://freedomhouse.org/country/bangladesh/freedom-world/2025
https://bdnews24.com/politics/6a2037daf14a
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/27/once-powerful-student-members-of-hasinas-party-bangladeshs-new-outcastes
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/bangladesh-bans-student-wing-ousted-sheikh-hasinas-party-2024-10-24/
https://bdnews24.com/politics/6a2037daf14a
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/27/once-powerful-student-members-of-hasinas-party-bangladeshs-new-outcastes
https://bdnews24.com/politics/6a2037daf14a
https://dailyasianage.com/news/329111/chhatra-league-banned-for-terror-activities
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/27/once-powerful-student-members-of-hasinas-party-bangladeshs-new-outcastes
https://theprint.in/feature/chhatra-league-leaders-hide-for-safety-in-bangladesh-theyre-organising-to-bring-back-hasina/2381447/
https://www.dw.com/en/bangladesh-what-does-the-ban-of-sheikh-hasinas-party-mean/a-72515899
https://freedomhouse.org/country/bangladesh/freedom-world/2025
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/27/once-powerful-student-members-of-hasinas-party-bangladeshs-new-outcastes
https://cilj.co.uk/2025/07/10/the-july-revolution-student-politics-in-bangladesh-violating-right-to-life/
https://netra.news/2024/chhatra-league-free-bangladesh/
https://www.newagebd.net/article/190764/chhatra-league-observes-75-years-of-founding-anniversary
https://www.newagebd.net/article/190764/chhatra-league-observes-75-years-of-founding-anniversary
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committee members, with Saddam Hossain as the president. " Further information on the
structure of the organisation could not be found within the time constraints of this query.

2. Treatment of members of the Bangladesh Chhatra League, including low-
ranking supporters and protesters, by the interim government following
Sheikh Hasina’s resignation, including during the “Devil Hunt” operation

In February 2025, the ‘Devil Hunt’ operation, a joint military and police campaign, was
launched by the interim government, to address growing unrest and maintain public safety
nationwide,” following a violent attack in Gazipur against students by supporters of the former
government.” Thousands were arrested during the operation.” Furthermore, according to
sources, the interim government arrested thousands of supporters of the political party, the
Awami League,” whilst its leader and former prime minister, Sheikh Hasina, ‘faces criminal
charges over the deaths of hundreds of protesters in the uprising in July and August last
year'."® Since February 2025, sources described several incidents of Chhatra league
members being arrested by the police throughout the country.”

A November 2024 article by the Print, quoting President of the Chhatra league, Saddam
Hossain, stated that both ‘supporters’ and those ‘directly associated’ with the Chhatra League
were ‘being targeted by the Yunus administration’.®® He further claimed that ‘students who
support us in any form have been prosecuted, unlawfully imprisoned, and the university
authorities and the interim government are taking no responsibility to ensure their safety and

security’.”®

According to the news source, The Business Standard, between 1 February and 9 February
2025, a total of 245 people, including members of the Awami league and Chhatra league,

" Eye News, Bangladesh Chhatra League full committee announced, 13 July 2023, url

2 Dhaka Tribune, What is Operation Devil Hunt?, 9 February 2025, url; Al Jazeera, ‘Gotham but no Batman’: Crime
grips Bangladesh 6 months after Hasina fled, 4 March 2025, url; NDTV World, Operation Devil Hunt: How
Bangladesh Is Hunting Sheikh Hasina Loyalists, 10 February 2024, url

'3 Daily Star (The) , Operation Devil Hunt launched, 9 February 2025, url; UNB, "Operation Devil Hunt" launched
nationwide following Gazipur attack, 8 February 2025, url

“ Al Jazeera, ‘Gotham but no Batman’: Crime grips Bangladesh 6 months after Hasina fled, 4 March 2025, url;
NDTV World, Operation Devil Hunt: How Bangladesh Is Hunting Sheikh Hasina Loyalists, 10 February 2024, url

' BD Digest, Awami League’s Reckoning: Between Accountability and Survival, 12 May 2025, url; AP News,
Turbulence in Bangladesh as new government grapples with aftermath of Sheikh Hasina’s ouster, 6 February
2025, url

'® AP News, Turbulence in Bangladesh as new government grapples with aftermath of Sheikh Hasina’s ouster, 6
February 2025, url

7 Sylhet Mirror, 7 arrested over procession by banned Chhatra League in Sylhet, 3 April 2025, url; Business
Standard (The), 245 activists of AL, affiliated orgs arrested in Ctg since 1 February, 9 February 2025, url; Business
Standard (The), 34 more AL, Jubo League, Chhatra League members arrested in Ctg in 24 hours, 5 February 2025,
url; Business Standard (The), 40 more AL, Jubo League, Chhatra League members arrested in Ctg in 24 hours, 6
February 2025, url; Business Standard (The), 8 held during 'Operation Devil Hunt' in Khagrachhari, 10 February
2025, url; Business Standard (The), Nine more AL and affiliated org's activists arrested in capital: DB, 21 April 2025,
url;

'8 Print (The), Chhatra League leaders hide for safety in Bangladesh. They’re organising to bring back Hasina, 30
November 2024, url

™ Print (The), Chhatra League leaders hide for safety in Bangladesh. They’re organising to bring back Hasina, 30
November 2024, url



https://www.eyenews.news/english/Bangladesh-Chhatra-League-full-committee-announced/2264
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/government-affairs/373261/what-is-operation-devil-hunt
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/3/4/gotham-but-no-batman-crime-wave-grips-dhaka-6-months-after-hasina-fled
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/operation-devil-hunt-how-bangladesh-is-hunting-sheikh-hasina-loyalists-7676663
https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/operation-devil-hunt-launched-3819041
https://unb.com.bd/category/Bangladesh/operation-devil-hunt-launched-nationwide-following-gazipur-attack/152991
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2025/3/4/gotham-but-no-batman-crime-wave-grips-dhaka-6-months-after-hasina-fled
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/operation-devil-hunt-how-bangladesh-is-hunting-sheikh-hasina-loyalists-7676663
https://en.bddigest.com/awami-leagues-reckoning-between-accountability-and-survival/
https://apnews.com/article/bangladesh-sheikh-hasina-muhammad-yunus-election-protest-78f464ce30236b163b472106620de586
https://apnews.com/article/bangladesh-sheikh-hasina-muhammad-yunus-election-protest-78f464ce30236b163b472106620de586
https://sylhetmirror.com/2025/04/03/7-arrested-over-procession-by-banned-chhatra-league-in-sylhet/
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/245-activists-al-affiliated-orgs-arrested-ctg-1-february-1064746
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/34-more-al-jubo-league-chhatra-league-members-arrested-ctg-24-hours-1062041
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/40-more-al-jubo-league-chhatra-league-members-arrested-ctg-24-hours-1062586
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/8-held-during-operation-devil-hunt-khagrachhari-1065531
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/nine-more-al-and-affiliated-orgs-activists-arrested-capital-db-1121921
https://theprint.in/feature/chhatra-league-leaders-hide-for-safety-in-bangladesh-theyre-organising-to-bring-back-hasina/2381447/
https://theprint.in/feature/chhatra-league-leaders-hide-for-safety-in-bangladesh-theyre-organising-to-bring-back-hasina/2381447/
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were arrested during the ‘Devil Hunt’ operation, for their previous involvement in attacks on
protesters involved in the anti-Hasina protests of July and August 2024.2° The same source
stated that nine more people, including members of the Chhatra league, were arrested in April
2025, for what police described as ‘attempts to destabilise the country’ in ‘organising flash
processions [...] aimed to spread panic among the public’.?' Sources also described that in
February 2025, a Dhaka court on Friday ordered three leaders of the Chhatra League to be
sent to jail after they were arrested for distributing anti-government propaganda leaflets in
front of the National Press Club in the capital.?? In March 2025, the High Court upheld the
death sentences of 20 Chhatra League members convicted of killing a fellow student in 2019
over his alleged political affiliation.??

In November 2024, the news source, the Print, also noted that ‘two separate courts sent 55
Chhatra League leaders and activists to jail’.?*

In October 2024, Al Jazeera reported that students affiliated with Awami League-linked
networks were being arrested by police or targeted by ‘mob violence’.?® The same report
noted that, according to Awami League estimates, around 50 000 students were ‘now in
limbo, struggling to continue their tertiary education’.?® Police also stated to Al Jazeera that 10
Chhatra League leaders were arrested in Dhaka that month, along with more than 100 student
activists nationwide.?’

UN OHCHR documented one case of sexual violence against a female Chhatra League
member, in which, she was reportedly denied health care due to her political affiliation.?®

Further Information on the treatment of members of the Bangladesh Chhatra League could
not be found among the sources consulted by EUAA within time constraints

20 Business Standard (The), 245 activists of AL, affiliated orgs arrested in Ctg since 1 February, 9 February 2025, url
2! Business Standard (The), Nine more AL and affiliated org's activists arrested in capital: DB, 21 April 2025, url

22 Dhaka Tribune, 3 leaders of banned Chhatra League sent to jail, 7 February 2025, url; Financial Times (The),
Three leaders of banned BCL sent to jail, 7 February 2025, url

23 TRT Global, Bangladesh court upholds death penalty for student killers, 16 March 2025, url; Hindu (The),
Bangladesh HC upholds 20 students' death penalty for lynching university mate, 16 March 2025, url

24 Print (The), Chhatra League leaders hide for safety in Bangladesh. They’re organising to bring back Hasina, 30
November 2024, url

25 Al Jazeera, Bangladesh’s new outcasts: Students from ex-PM Hasina’s party now in hiding, 27 October 2024, url
26 Al Jazeera, Bangladesh’s new outcasts: Students from ex-PM Hasina’s party now in hiding, 27 October 2024, url
27 Al Jazeera, Bangladesh’s new outcasts: Students from ex-PM Hasina’s party now in hiding, 27 October 2024, url
28 UN OHCHR, Human Rights Violations and Abuses Related to the Protests of July and August 2024 in
Bangladesh, 12 February 2025, url, para. 220


https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/245-activists-al-affiliated-orgs-arrested-ctg-1-february-1064746
https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/crime/nine-more-al-and-affiliated-orgs-activists-arrested-capital-db-1121921
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/court/373073/3-sent-to-jail-after-distributing-leaflets-at
https://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/national/crime/three-leaders-of-banned-bcl-sent-to-jail
https://trt.global/world/article/babbe042d907
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/bangladesh-hc-upholds-20-students-death-penalty-for-lynching-university-mate/article69336573.ece
https://theprint.in/feature/chhatra-league-leaders-hide-for-safety-in-bangladesh-theyre-organising-to-bring-back-hasina/2381447/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/27/once-powerful-student-members-of-hasinas-party-bangladeshs-new-outcastes
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/27/once-powerful-student-members-of-hasinas-party-bangladeshs-new-outcastes
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/10/27/once-powerful-student-members-of-hasinas-party-bangladeshs-new-outcastes
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/bangladesh/ohchr-fftb-hr-violations-bd.pdf
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