
  
 

1 

 

COI QUERY 
 

Country of Origin IRAN 

 
Title 

Reference period 

Topic(s) 

 

Freedom of movement and right of employment for converts from 
Islam to Christianity, including for returnees 

July 2022 to 7 August 2024 

1. Background information 

2. Right of employment  

3. Freedom of movement 

Date of completion 

Query Code 

Contributing EU+ COI 
units (if applicable) 

9 August 2024 

Q53-2024 

N/A 

Disclaimer 

This response to a COI query has been elaborated according to the EUAA COI Report Methodology and 

EUAA Writing and Referencing Guide. 

Query responses are produced in response to COI information requests received from asylum authorities 

within EU+ countries or initiated by EUAA based on COI information needs.  Query responses are produced 

within a limited time period, typically within 5 to 10 days. Within these time constraints, the information 

provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care.  

All sources used are referenced and cited in the bibliography section. A quality review has been performed in 

line with the above mentioned COI methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive or 

conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or 

organisation is not mentioned in the report, this   does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the 

person or organisation does not exist. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular 

legal position. 

The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EUAA and makes no political 

statement whatsoever. The target audience is caseworkers, COI researchers, policy makers, and decision-making 

authorities. Any event taking place after the reference period is not included in this query response. 

Cite as: EUAA, Country of Origin Information Query, Iran: Freedom of movement and right of employment for 

converts from Islam to Christianity, including for returnees, 9 August 2024, url 
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COI QUERY RESPONSE – Iran 
 

Freedom of movement and right of employment for converts from Islam 
to Christianity, including for returnees 

 
Detailed information on freedom of religion, conversion, on the situation of religious minorities, 
including Christians and converts to Christianity can be found in the EUAA Country of Origin 
Information Report: Iran – Country Focus, published in June 2024. 
 
Additional information on freedom of religion, including on conversion and converts, can be 
found in the EUAA Query response Situation of atheists and non-religious individuals, 
including legislation, treatment by state actors and society, availability of state protection, 
published on 17 November 2023, and in the EUAA Query response People convicted with 
religious offences, published on 8 February 2023. 
 

 
1. Background information 
 
Article 12 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran enshrines ‘Islam and the Twelver 
Ja'fari school’ as the official state religion.1 Article 12 of the Constitution stipulates that 
‘Zoroastrian, Jewish, and Christian Iranians are the only recognized religious minorities’.2 
Specifically, as noted by the United States Department of State (USDOS) annual report on 
religious freedom in Iran, the state recognizes Christian ‘citizens who are Armenian or 
Assyrian Christians, because the presence of these groups in the country predates Islam, or of 
citizens who can prove they or their families were Christian prior to the 1979 revolution’.3 
According to sources, since renouncing Islam and converting to another religion is prohibited 
in Iran,4 Christian converts are not an officially recognized group.5 
 
Sources reported that the government prohibited existing churches of the recognized 
Christian community that accepted the admission of Christian converts, and churches that 
refused to comply were closed.6 Christian converts consequently either practiced ‘in secret’,7 

 
1 Iran, Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, n.d., url 
2 Iran, Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, n.d., url 
3 USDOS, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Iran, 30 June 2024, url 
4 USDOS, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Iran, 30 June 2024, url; RFE/RL, No Place For Converts: 
Iran's Persecuted Christians Struggle To Keep The Faith, 2 May 2022, url  
5 IranWire, Conscience Held Captive: The State of Religious Minorities in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 31 July 2024, 
url; USDOS, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Iran, 30 June 2024, url; Article18, ‘Faceless Victims: 
Rights Violations Against Christians in Iran’, February 2024, url, p. 5; RFE/RL, No Place For Converts: Iran's 
Persecuted Christians Struggle To Keep The Faith, 2 May 2022, url  
6 USDOS, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Iran, 30 June 2024, url; Article18, ‘Faceless Victims: 
Rights Violations Against Christians in Iran’, February 2024, url, p. 15; Open Doors, Iran: Full Country Dossier, 
December 2023, url, pp. 17, 20 
7 USDOS, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Iran, 30 June 2024, url; BBC News, Iran: The Christians 
celebrating Easter in secret, 1 April 2024, url  

https://euaa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2024-06/2024_06_COI_Report_Iran_Country_Focus_EN_0.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_11_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q61_Iran_atheists.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_11_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q61_Iran_atheists.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Iran_Religious_offences.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Iran_Religious_offences.pdf
https://www.shora-gc.ir/files/en/news/2021/6/2/468_245.pdf
https://www.shora-gc.ir/files/en/news/2021/6/2/468_245.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/iran/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/iran/
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-christian-converts-persecuted/31836143.html
https://iranwire.com/en/religious-minorities/132420-conscience-held-captive-the-state-of-religious-minorities-in-the-islamic-republic-of-iran/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/iran/
https://articleeighteen.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Annual-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-christian-converts-persecuted/31836143.html
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/iran/
https://articleeighteen.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Annual-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.opendoors.org/persecution/reports/Iran-Full_Country_Dossier-ODI-2024.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/iran/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68693309
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‘in isolation’,8 or gathered in informal meetings in private homes, referred to as ‘house-
churches’.9 

 

2. Right of employment 
 
Sources reported that Christian converts in Iran faced ‘repression’10 and were targeted mainly 
by the state authorities,11 while in some cases by their families, communities, and society.12 
Christian converts were also reported to face restrictions, including ‘risk of […] 
unemployment’13 and lack of work opportunities, due to obstacles created by the authorities.14 
 
According to a 2021 report by the Iran Human Rights Documentation Center (IHRDC), Christian 
converts faced ‘systematic employment discrimination in the public and private sectors.’15 The 
same source further added that ‘Iranian citizens are usually required to declare their religion in 
employment documents and to attend congregational prayers’, in which Christian converts 
were prevented to be employed or lost their work.16 
 
Open Doors, an organisation working on supporting Christians who are subjected to religious 
discrimination,17 noted in a 2023 report on Iran, that in the case ‘a convert's new faith becomes 
known, they are very likely to lose their employment’, and particularly if they were arrested.18 
 
Sources also noted that Christians, including Christian converts, reported their employment 
was terminated following their arrest by the authorities,19 while Article 18 indicated that the 
converts’ employers frequently ‘faced pressure from Ministry of Intelligence agents’ to dismiss 
them from work.20 
 
According to USDOS annual report on religious freedom in Iran, covering 2023, non-Muslims 
could not ‘[b]y law’ serve in the judiciary, the security services or as public school principals.21 
The same source also noted that ‘[o]fficials screen candidates for elected offices and 

 
8 Open Doors, Iran: Full Country Dossier, December 2023, url, p. 17 
9 Article18, ‘Faceless Victims: Rights Violations Against Christians in Iran’, February 2024, url, p. 15; Open Doors, 
Iran: Full Country Dossier, December 2023, url, pp. 17, 20 
10 IranWire, Religious Minorities Overlooked in Iran’s Presidential Campaigns, 28 June 2024, url; UN General 
Assembly, Note by the Secretary-General: Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 24 August 2023, 
url, para. 36  
11 Article18, ‘Faceless Victims: Rights Violations Against Christians in Iran’, February 2024, url, pp. 3, 5; Netherlands, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, General Country of Origin Information on Iran, September 2023, url, pp. 75 – 76 
12 Article18, ‘Faceless Victims: Rights Violations Against Christians in Iran’, February 2024, url, p. 5; Open Doors, 
Iran: Full Country Dossier, December 2023, url, pp. 24, 35, 45 
13 IranWire, Conscience Held Captive: The State of Religious Minorities in the Islamic Republic of Iran, 31 July 2024, 
url 
14 Iran International, Iranian Christian Protest Violation Of Their Rights To Work, 5 January 2022, url  
15 IHRDC, Living in the Shadows of Oppression: The Situation of Christian Converts in Iran, 12 August 2021, url  
16 IHRDC, Living in the Shadows of Oppression: The Situation of Christian Converts in Iran, 12 August 2021, url 
17 Open Doors, About, n.d., url 
18 Open Doors, Iran: Full Country Dossier, December 2023, url, pp. 19, 54 
19 Article18, ‘Faceless Victims: Rights Violations Against Christians in Iran’, February 2024, url, p. 31; Open Doors, 
Iran: Full Country Dossier, December 2023, url, p. 7 
20 Article18, ‘Faceless Victims: Rights Violations Against Christians in Iran’, February 2024, url, p. 31 
21 USDOS, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Iran, 30 June 2024, url 

https://www.opendoors.org/persecution/reports/Iran-Full_Country_Dossier-ODI-2024.pdf
https://articleeighteen.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Annual-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.opendoors.org/persecution/reports/Iran-Full_Country_Dossier-ODI-2024.pdf
https://iranwire.com/en/religious-minorities/131180-religious-minorities-overlooked-in-irans-presidential-campaigns/
https://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?OpenAgent&DS=A/78/326&Lang=E
https://articleeighteen.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Annual-Report-2024.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/netherlands/PLib/General_Country_of_Origin_Information_Report_Iran_September_2023.pdf
https://articleeighteen.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Annual-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.opendoors.org/persecution/reports/Iran-Full_Country_Dossier-ODI-2024.pdf
https://iranwire.com/en/religious-minorities/132420-conscience-held-captive-the-state-of-religious-minorities-in-the-islamic-republic-of-iran/
https://www.iranintl.com/en/202205010459
https://iranhrdc.org/living-in-the-shadows-of-oppression-the-situation-of-christian-converts-in-iran/#_ftn420
https://iranhrdc.org/living-in-the-shadows-of-oppression-the-situation-of-christian-converts-in-iran/#_ftn420
https://www.opendoors.org/en-US/about/
https://www.opendoors.org/persecution/reports/Iran-Full_Country_Dossier-ODI-2024.pdf
https://articleeighteen.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Annual-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.opendoors.org/persecution/reports/Iran-Full_Country_Dossier-ODI-2024.pdf
https://articleeighteen.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Annual-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/iran/
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applicants for public sector employment based on their adherence to and knowledge of Islam 
and loyalty to the Islamic Republic (gozinesh review requirements), although members of 
recognized religious minorities may serve in the lower ranks of government if they meet these 
loyalty requirements.’22 However, government employees who did not comply with these 
principles and rules ‘are subject to penalties and may be fired or barred from work in a 
particular sector’.23 
 

3. Freedom of movement 
 
Information on the freedom of movement for converts from Islam to Christianity, including for 
returnees, was scarce among the sources consulted by EUAA within time constraints. 
However, the following information may be relevant.  
 
Sources reported on cases of Christian converts convicted with religion-related offences, who 
were sentenced to imprisonment as well as faced travel restrictions and bans on exiting the 
country.24 Christian converts were also reported to face pressure by the authorities to leave 
Iran following their arrest or release from detention.25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
22 USDOS, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Iran, 30 June 2024, url 
23 USDOS, 2023 Report on International Religious Freedom: Iran, 30 June 2024, url 
24 HRANA, Christian Convert Laleh Sa’ati Receives Prison Sentence and Travel Restriction, 26 March 2024, url; 
Article 18, 10-year sentence for Iranian-Armenian for ‘disturbing’ Christian teaching, 5 May 2022, url  
25 Article18, ‘Faceless Victims: Rights Violations Against Christians in Iran’, February 2024, url, p. 21; Open Doors, 
Iran: Full Country Dossier, December 2023, url, pp. 7, 38 

https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/iran/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2023-report-on-international-religious-freedom/iran/
https://www.en-hrana.org/christian-convert-laleh-saati-receives-prison-sentence-and-travel-restriction/?hilite=convert
https://articleeighteen.com/news/10882/
https://articleeighteen.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Annual-Report-2024.pdf
https://www.opendoors.org/persecution/reports/Iran-Full_Country_Dossier-ODI-2024.pdf
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