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Disclaimer

This response to a COIl query has been elaborated according to the EUAA COI Report Methodology and
EUAA Writing and Referencing Guide.

Query responses are produced in response to COl information requests received from asylum authorities
within EU+ countries or initiated by EUAA based on COIl information needs. Query responses are produced
within a limited time period, typically within 5 to 10 days. Within these time constraints, the information
provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care.

All sources used are referenced and cited in the bibliography section. A quality review has been performed in
line with the above mentioned COIl methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive or
conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the
person or organisation does not exist. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular
legal position.

The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EUAA and makes no political
statement whatsoever. The target audience is caseworkers, COl researchers, policy makers, and decision-making
authorities. Any event taking place after the reference period is not included in this query response.


https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Report_methodology.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Writing_and_referencing_guide.pdf
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COIl QUERY RESPONSE - Cameroon

Treatment of individuals perceived as separatists by the state

1. Overview of conflict-related human rights abuses by the state

In October 2017, separatist groups located in the Southwest and Northwest Region, in
predominantly Anglophone regions, proclaimed independence from Cameroon, declaring the
Republic of Ambazonia.! Cameroon’s government in 2019 granted a special status to
Anglophone regions, giving them an increased autonomy, which nevertheless did not
appease the separatist claims.? According to an article from January 2023, Paul Biya, the
President of Cameroon, stated that ‘many rebel groups have been crushed and the threat
from separatists has been significantly reduced’.® Corroborating information could not be
found among the sources consulted by EUAA within the time constraints of this query.
According to a Human Rights Watch (HRW) report covering events of 2023, clashes have
continued between armed groups and government forces in the Anglophone and Far North
region, which has ‘severely impacted civilians, with cases of unlawful killings, abductions, and
raids on villages increasing in the second half of the year’.*

Multiple sources described that state forces have committed conflict-related human rights
abuses in Cameroon.® The conflict in the Anglophone region has ‘resulted in widespread
civilian deaths and displacements’.® There were reports that government authorities
committed arbitrary arrests,” and arbitrary and unlawful killings through ‘excessive use of force
in the course of their official duties’,2 in which ‘most killings were associated with the crisis in
the Northwest and Southwest region’.® Human rights violations committed by members of the
security forces from 2020 to 2023 in the Northwest and Southwest region have been
documented,”® and the Cameroonian security forces ‘have been responsible for numerous
human rights violations, including unlawful killings, rapes, tortures, destructions [and] arbitrary
detentions’." Since 2016, ‘more than 6,000 people have been killed’ due to the violence,
‘although actual numbers are expected to be higher’.”

"R2P, Cameroon, 29 February 2024, url

2 International Crisis Group, A Second Look at Cameroon’s Anglophone Special Status, 31 March 2023, url

3 VOA, Cameroon Separatists Enforce Curfew After President Says Troops Crushing Rebellion, 2 January 2023, url
4 HRW, World Report 2024 — Cameroon, 11 January 2024, url

5 USDOQS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices - Cameroon, 20 March 2023, url, p. 17; HRW, World
Report 2024 — Cameroon, 11 January 2024, url; Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2023 — Cameroon, 2023,
url; HRW, Cameroon: Army Killings, Disappearances, in North-West Region, 11 August 2022, url

8 Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2023 — Cameroon, 2023, url

7USDQOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices - Cameroon, 20 March 2023, url, p. 11

8 USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices - Cameroon, 20 March 2023, url, p. 2

9 USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices - Cameroon, 20 March 2023, url, p. 2

0 Al, Cameroon: With or against us: People of the North-West region of Cameroon caught between the army,
armed separatists and militias, 4 July 2023, url, p. 6

" Al, Cameroon: With or against us: People of the North-West region of Cameroon caught between the army, armed
separatists and militias, 4 July 2023, url, p. 35

2 R2P, Cameroon, 29 February 2024, url


https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/cameroon/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/africa/central-africa/cameroon/b188-second-look-cameroons-anglophone-special-status
https://www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-separatists-enforce-curfew-after-president-says-troops-crushing-rebellion-/6900656.html
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/cameroon
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/415610_CAMEROON-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/cameroon
https://freedomhouse.org/country/cameroon/freedom-world/2023
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/08/11/cameroon-army-killings-disappearances-north-west-region
https://freedomhouse.org/country/cameroon/freedom-world/2023
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/415610_CAMEROON-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/415610_CAMEROON-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/415610_CAMEROON-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AFR1768382023ENGLISH-1.pdf%20published%204%20July%202023
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AFR1768382023ENGLISH-1.pdf%20published%204%20July%202023
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/cameroon/
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Additional information on the security situation in the Anglophone regions can be found in the
EUAA query response on the Security situation in the Far North, Northwest and Southwest
regions, published on 11 October 2023.

2. Treatment of individuals perceived as separatists by the state

Multiple sources have stated that civilians have been accused of complicity with separatists
and this has reportedly resulted in retaliations by government forces.® A joint declaration by
civil society organisations published by Amnesty International (Al) in November 2023 affirmed
that testimonies have recounted that government soldiers accusing civilians of complicity with
separatists have set homes alight and soldiers have committed sexual violence, ‘in retaliation
for separatist attacks against them’. The same source described that, ‘in response’ to armed
separatist’ activity, government forces have ‘responded with further human rights violations,
arbitrarily arresting and detaining people accused of being armed separatists, or accused of
supporting them’.” According to Al, ‘hundreds of people have been detained, prosecuted or
tried before military tribunals, whose jurisdiction should be reserved for military offenses,
according to international standards for the protection’ and ‘many defendants have spent over
a year in prison without access to a judge’.®® Al also noted the ‘lack of transparency on the
judicial process that follows, giving rise to fears of impunity and leaving the majority of victims
without justice’.”

In February 2024, the Global Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (R2P) described that
security forces have committed ‘extrajudicial killings and widespread sexual and gender-
based violence, burned Anglophone villages and subjected individuals with suspected
separatist ties to arbitrary detention, torture and ill-treatment’ during the conflict.” In addition,
a report covering July to September 2023, on the human rights situation in the Southwest and
Northwest regions of Cameroon by the Centre for Human Rights and Democracy in Africa
(CHRDA) affirmed that Cameroonian state forces have ‘increased their crackdown’ on ‘anyone
suspected of having links with separatist networks’, which has led to ‘gross human rights
violations and abuses including extrajudicial killing, targeted executions, arbitrary arrests and
detention, arson and destruction of civilian property among other violations’.” The 2022
annual report by United States Department of State (USDOS), citing an external source,

¥ CHRDA, Midterm Summary Report in the Human Rights Situation in the Conflict -Affected Regions of Cameroon,
22 September 2023, url, p. 4; Al, Joint Declaration: Cameroon's Universal Periodic Review provides an Opportunity
to call on the Cameroon Authorities to protect Human Rights in the Anglophone Regions, 13 November 2023, url, p.
1; R2P, Cameroon, 29 February 2024, url

4 Al, Joint Declaration: Cameroon's Universal Periodic Review provides an Opportunity to call on the Cameroon
Authorities to protect Human Rights in the Anglophone Regions, 13 November 2023, url, p. 1

5 Al, Joint Declaration: Cameroon's Universal Periodic Review provides an Opportunity to call on the Cameroon
Authorities to protect Human Rights in the Anglophone Regions, 13 November 2023, url, p. 1

'® Al, Joint Declaration: Cameroon's Universal Periodic Review provides an Opportunity to call on the Cameroon
Authorities to protect Human Rights in the Anglophone Regions, 13 November 2023, url, p. 1

7 Al, Joint Declaration: Cameroon's Universal Periodic Review provides an Opportunity to call on the Cameroon
Authorities to protect Human Rights in the Anglophone Regions, 13 November 2023, url, p. 1

'8 R2P, Cameroon, 29 February 2024, url

® CHRDA, The Human Rights Situation Of The North West, South West And Far North Regions Of Cameroon For
The Third Quarter (July-September) Of 2023 (Summary Report), 9 December 2023, url, pp. 27-28


https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_10_EUAA_COI_Query%20_Response_Q44_Cameroon_Security_situation.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_10_EUAA_COI_Query%20_Response_Q44_Cameroon_Security_situation.pdf
https://www.chrda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/MID-YEAR-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT-2023-JANUARY-JUNE-1.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/AFR1774082023ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/cameroon/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/AFR1774082023ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/AFR1774082023ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/AFR1774082023ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/AFR1774082023ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/cameroon/
https://www.chrda.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/THIRD-QUARTER-REPORT-FINAL-COPY.pdf
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reported that ‘citizens were tortured for their opposition to the state’.2° The same source,
citing multiple organizations, added that a Cameroonian soldier of the Rapid Intervention
Battalion (BIR), ‘arrested many civilians in the Southwest Region, accused them of being
separatists, and administered harsh treatment to secure confessions’.?'

The annual report by Human Rights Watch (HRW), covering events of 2023, described that
state forces responded to separatist attacks through counter-insurgency operations ‘that often
failed to protect civilians or targeted them outright’.?? The same source added that ‘killings of
civilians may also have been perpetrated against individuals suspected of being separatists or
in retaliation for attacks against army positions’.2> HRW in the prior annual report, covering
2022, illustrated that security forces responding to separatist attacks, ‘often’ targeted civilians
across the Anglophone region.?* Some examples documented by HRW of civilians being
targeted for perceived involvement with separatist activity are:

e On 24 April 2022 in the Northwest region, BIR forces beat and detained 30 to 40
motorbike riders, ‘allegedly because they suspected the bikers of being separatist
fighters’, in which up to 17 of those detained were forcibly disappeared.?®

e On1June 2022, soldiers killed nine people in the Northwest region, ‘in a reprisal
operation against a community suspected of harboring separatist fighters’.2®

e Although prior to the reference period, on 10 December 2021, security forces accused
80 residents of Chomba, a village in the Northwest region, of ‘harbouring separatist
fighters, and threatened them with death’. Four villagers were ‘forcibly disappeared’
by the soldiers and later found dead by villages with ‘apparent gunshot wounds to
their head’.?’

As described in a July 2023 report, Al documented ‘several cases’ of individuals being
arbitrary arrested and detained on the ‘mere suspicion of collaborating with armed
separatists’.?® A lawyer interviewed by Al in April 2023, stated that ‘most of the charges
related to the Anglophone crisis are trumped-up charges’.?® The same report included three
incidents of arbitrary arrests and detainments between 2019 and 2021: a Cameroonian woman
was arrested in September 2019 in the Northwest region for allegedly ‘being the girlfriend of
an armed separatist’, a Cameroonian man was detained in August 2020 for ‘involvement in
secession’, and a disabled Cameroonian man was found ‘non-guilty’ in July 2021 after being
‘arrested and detained for more than three months on mere suspicion of “financing of terrorist

20 USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices - Cameroon, 20 March 2023, url, p. 6
21USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices - Cameroon, 20 March 2023, url, p. 19
22 HRW, World Report 2024 — Cameroon, 11 January 2024, url
23 HRW, World Report 2024 — Cameroon, 11 January 2024, url
24 HRW, World Report 2023 — Cameroon, 12 January 2023, ur

25 HRW, World Report 2023 — Cameroon, 12 January 2023, url
26 HRW, World Report 2023 — Cameroon, 12 January 2023, url

27 HRW, Cameroon: Army Killings, Disappearances, in North-West Region, 11 August 2022, url

28 Al, Cameroon: With or against us: People of the North-West region of Cameroon caught between the army,
armed separatists and militias, 4 July 2023, url, p. 42

29 Al, Cameroon: With or against us: People of the North-West region of Cameroon caught between the army,

armed separatists and militias, 4 July 2023, url, p. 42

o=


https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/415610_CAMEROON-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/415610_CAMEROON-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/cameroon
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/cameroon
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/cameroon
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/cameroon
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2023/country-chapters/cameroon
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/08/11/cameroon-army-killings-disappearances-north-west-region
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AFR1768382023ENGLISH-1.pdf%20published%204%20July%202023
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AFR1768382023ENGLISH-1.pdf%20published%204%20July%202023
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acts™.*° The source does not mention any incidents after July 2021 and the aforementioned
incidents have been included due to their relevance despite occurring prior to the reference
period of the query.

According to a security situation report on the Anglophone region, published in February
2023 by Cedoca, Belgium’s country-of-origin information research unit [informal translation],
separatists particularly targeted civilians suspected of collaborating with government forces
whilst the defence and security forces were carrying out ‘a campaign of reprisals’ against
those they believe support armed fighters. Students and educational staff, humanitarian
workers, and health workers, traditional leaders, civil servants, elected officials, and journalists,
were included in categories particularly targeted by violence.®

Concerning journalists, a September 2023 article by Reporters Without Borders (RSF),
described that journalists reporting from the Anglophone region were ‘threatened’ by central
government’s security forces.®? As reported in the same article, a quote from an investigative
reporter, based in the Northwest region, stated that ‘even when we strive to be balanced, the
police accuse us of being the ones sending information to separatists’.>®* RSF further described
that Cameroon is one of Africa’s ‘most dangerous’ country to be a journalist and ‘journalists
from the English-speaking regions in the west of the country are often accused of complicity
with a secessionist movement’.* An August 2022 news article by Al Jazeera affirmed that
journalists ‘commonly’ face being ‘arrested by government forces for reporting on the conflict
between the two sides’.*® In a report covering 2022, Freedom House noted that ‘the
government continued to suppress media coverage of the Anglophone crisis’ and
‘independent and investigative journalists continue to face serious pressure including risk of
attack or detention’.®® According to Al in November 2023, there also has been ‘many apparent
attempts’ by the government ‘to silence human rights defenders, activists, academics, lawyers
and journalists who speak out against atrocities’ in the Anglophone region and those found
‘denouncing or documenting atrocities committed by either side have also found themselves
targeted with death threats, or targeted with arbitrary arrest and judicial harassment’.>’

On humanitarian workers, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (UNOCHA) specified that the government remained ‘suspicious’ of humanitarian
workers' activities in the in the Northwest and Southwest regions, detaining several
humanitarian workers between 2021 and 2022.38 Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans
Frontieres (MSF) reported that, in December 2022, five of its staff members, who had been
arrested in separate incidents between 2021 and 2022 in the Southwest region, had been

30 Al, Cameroon: With or against us: People of the North-West region of Cameroon caught between the army,
armed separatists and militias, 4 July 2023, url, p. 42

3! Belgium, Cedoca, COI Focus: Régions anglophones : situation sécuritaire 20 February 2023, url, p. 37

32 RSF, Journalists in danger in Cameroon’s Anglophone western region, 7 September 2023, url

33 RSF, Journalists in danger in Cameroon’s Anglophone western region, 7 September 2023, url

34 RSF, Cameroon, n.d., url

35 Al Jazeera, Caught between warring factions - life as a journalist in Cameroon, 6 August 2022, url

36 Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2023 — Cameroon, 2023, url

37 Al, Joint Declaration: Cameroon's Universal Periodic Review provides an Opportunity to call on the Cameroon
Authorities to protect Human Rights in the Anglophone Regions, 13 November 2023, url, p. 1

38 UNOCHA, Cameroon Humanitarian Needs Overview 2023 (March 2023), 11 May 2023, url, p. 20


https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AFR1768382023ENGLISH-1.pdf%20published%204%20July%202023
https://www.cgvs.be/sites/default/files/rapporten/coi_focus_cameroun._regions_anglophones._situation_securitaire_20230220.pdf
https://rsf.org/en/journalists-danger-cameroon-s-anglophone-western-region
https://rsf.org/en/journalists-danger-cameroon-s-anglophone-western-region
https://rsf.org/en/country/cameroon
https://institute.aljazeera.net/en/ajr/article/1911
https://freedomhouse.org/country/cameroon/freedom-world/2023
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/AFR1774082023ENGLISH.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/fb6e7f31-3931-463a-b9d6-5d243e9f3071/CMR_HNO_2023_v7_20230405.pdf
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acquitted in Cameroon military tribunal from accusation of complicity with separatist groups.
As a result of these arrests, in May 2022, MSF decided to suspend its medical activities in the
Southwest region.?®* Moreover, since 2020, the Cameroonian authorities suspended the
activities of the MSF in the Northwest region accusing some MSF staff members of supporting
local armed groups and as of February 2024, the restriction has not been lifted.*® A report
covering 2022 jointly written by Insecurity Insight and Safeguarding Health in Conflict
Coalition indicated that at least 12 health workers were arrested by police and the
Cameroonian Armed Forces (CAF) in 2022, in which four were accused of complicity with
separatists.*

Additional information on healthcare workers being perceived as part of separatists by the
state, can be found in the EUAA query response on the Treatment of healthcare workers by
the state in Northwest and Southwest (Anglophone) regions, including whether healthcare
workers are perceived as part of separatist groups by the state, published on 17 November
2023.

Freedom House in a report covering 2022, described that ‘Anglophone activists have faced
harassment, violence, and arrest for their activities’.*

Additional information on students and protestors being perceived as part of separatists by
the state, can be found in the EUAA query response on the Treatment of pro-Anglophone
protesters and activists, including students, in Northwest and Southwest regions, published on
19 October 2023.

In a report from February 2024, R2P indicated that the Anglophone population were targeted
due to their cultural identity.*® The same source added that ‘ethnic communities are also often
targeted for their alleged collaboration with either side of the conflict’.** Corroborating
information could not be found among the sources consulted by EUAA within the time
constraints of this query.The Cameroon Conflict Research Group at the University of Oxford
reported in June 2023 that the detention of family members of alleged separatist fighters,
specifically wives, had become 'a worrying trend’, in which ‘the alleged "crime" accused of
these family members is that of being related to a suspect, which has no basis in law’.*®* The
same report noted in June 2023 that the BIR soldiers arrested a woman for being the wife of a
separatist general.** CHRDA further reported that a woman was arbitrarily detained for 16
months, from October 2021 until February 2023, during which she was tortured and harassed

39 MSF, Cameroon: All MSF staff acquitted in military tribunal, 2 May 2023, url

40 MSF, Cameroon: All MSF staff acquitted in military tribunal, 2 May 2023, url

4 Insecurity Insight, Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition, Cameroon: Violence Against Health Care in Conflict
2022, 28 June 2023, url, p. 7

42 Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2023 — Cameroon, 2023, url

43 R2P, Cameroon, 29 February 2024, url

44 R2P, Cameroon, 29 February 2024, url

45 University of Oxford, Cameroon Conflict Human Rights Report 2022/23 - From January 2021 to April 2023, 15
June 2023, url, p. 10

46 University of Oxford, Cameroon Conflict Human Rights Report 2022/23 - From January 2021 to April 2023, 15
June 2023, url, p. 1


https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_11_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q62_Cameroon_Treatment_of_Healthcare_Workers_by_the_State.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_11_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q62_Cameroon_Treatment_of_Healthcare_Workers_by_the_State.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_11_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q62_Cameroon_Treatment_of_Healthcare_Workers_by_the_State.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_10_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q51_Cameroon_Treatment%20of%20pro-Anglophone%20protestors%20and%20activists.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_10_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q51_Cameroon_Treatment%20of%20pro-Anglophone%20protestors%20and%20activists.pdf
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.ca/cameroon-all-msf-staff-acquitted-in-military-tribunal/
https://www.doctorswithoutborders.ca/cameroon-all-msf-staff-acquitted-in-military-tribunal/
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/0443d169-7d44-420b-abc7-8332450f26b5/2022-SHCC-Cameroon.pdf
https://freedomhouse.org/country/cameroon/freedom-world/2023
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/cameroon/
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/cameroon/
https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Cameroon-Conflict-Human-Rights-Report-2022_23.pdf
https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Cameroon-Conflict-Human-Rights-Report-2022_23.pdf
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on the grounds of her alleged links to separatist fighters and ‘was accused of failure to report
terrorism’.%’

Additional information on civilians and women being perceived as part of separatists by the
state on the Treatment of civilians affiliated with members of the self-declared Ambazonian
armed groups and treatment and situation of women in the Anglophone regions of Cameroon,
published on 11 July 2023.

47 CHRDA, CHRDA welcomes the release of Kongnso Antoinette Gohla and calls on the Cameroon government to
release other victims of human rights violations and hold the perpetrators accountable, 18 February 2023, url


https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_07_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q17_Cameroon_Ambazonia_Treatment_of_Women.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_07_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q17_Cameroon_Ambazonia_Treatment_of_Women.pdf
https://www.chrda.org/chrda-welcomes-the-release-of-kongnso-antoinette-gohla-and-calls-on-the-cameroon-government-to-release-other-victims-of-human-rights-violations-and-hold-the-perpetrators-accountable/
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