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Disclaimer

This response to a COIl query has been elaborated according to the EUAA COI Report Methodology and
EUAA Writing and Referencing Guide.

Query responses are produced in response to COl information requests received from asylum authorities
within EU+ countries or initiated by EUAA based on COl information needs. Query responses are produced
within a limited time period, typically within 5 to 10 days. Within these time constraints, the information
provided in this response has been researched, evaluated and processed with utmost care.

All sources used are referenced and cited in the bibliography section. A quality review has been performed in
line with the above mentioned COI methodology. This document does not claim to be exhaustive or
conclusive as to the merit of any particular claim to international protection. If a certain event, person or
organisation is not mentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place or that the
person or organisation does not exist. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a particular
legal position.

The information in the response does not necessarily reflect the opinion of EUAA and makes no political
statement whatsoever. The target audience is caseworkers, COl researchers, policy makers, and decision-making
authorities. Any event taking place after the reference period is not included in this query response.


https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Report_methodology.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_02_EUAA_COI_Writing_and_referencing_guide.pdf
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COIl QUERY RESPONSE - Cameroon

Treatment of former members of Cameroon’s armed forces, including of the
Gendarmerie Nationale, and of their relatives by separatists in Northwest
and Southwest (Anglophone) regions

1. Brief background information

Additional information on the events that led to the conflict between armed separatists and
Cameroonian security forces in the Anglophone regions (Northwest and Southwest of
Cameroon) can be found in the EUAA Query response on treatment of anti-separatist activists
and human rights defenders in the Northwest and Southwest regions in Cameroon, published
on 26 October 2023.

Additional information on the security situation in the Anglophone regions in the period of
January 2023 - 30 September 2023 can be found in the EUAA Query response on security
situation in the Far North, Northwest and Southwest regions, published on 11 October 2023.

According to the Central Intelligence Agency’s (CIA) World Factbook, the Cameroonian Armed
Forces consist of:

e Army (L'Armee de Terre),

e Navy (Marine Nationale Republique, MNR, includes naval infantry),
e Air Force (Armee de I’Air du Cameroun, AAC),

e Rapid Intervention Battalion (Bataillons d’Intervention Rapide, BIR),
e National Gendarmerie, and

e Presidential Guard.'

The National Gendarmerie, together with the national police, are responsible for the internal
security in Cameroon.? According to the US Department of State (USDOS), ‘the National
Gendarmerie is responsible for maintaining public order and safety within the country,
specifically in rural areas’.® The Law on Use of Police Force Worldwide, a website providing an
overview of the national policing laws in the world, described the gendarmerie as one of the
‘two main bodies of police’ in Cameroon, and as a ‘paramilitary police force’.* The National
Gendarmerie comes under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Defense.®

TUS, CIA, The World Factbook - Cameroon, last updated 6 December 2023, url

2USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Cameroon, 20 March 2023, url, p. 1

3 USDOS, 2019 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Cameroon, 11 March 2020, url p.

4 Law on Use of Police Force Worldwide (The), Cameroon, last updated 2022, url

5 HRW, Cameroon: Rising Violence Against LGBTI People, 11 May 2022, url; Law on Use of Police Force Worldwide
(The), Cameroon, last updated 2022, url; USDOS, 2022 Country Report on Human Rights Practices: Cameroon, 20
March 2023, url, p. 1


https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_10_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q54_Cameroon_Treatment%20of%20anti-separatist%20activists%20and%20HRD.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_10_EUAA_COI_Query_Response_Q54_Cameroon_Treatment%20of%20anti-separatist%20activists%20and%20HRD.pdf
https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2023_10_EUAA_COI_Query%20_Response_Q44_Cameroon_Security_situation.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/cameroon/#military-and-security
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/415610_CAMEROON-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
https://2009-2017.state.gov/documents/organization/160112.pdf
https://www.policinglaw.info/country/camer
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/05/11/cameroon-rising-violence-against-lgbti-people
https://www.policinglaw.info/country/camer
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/415610_CAMEROON-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
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2. Treatment of former members of Cameroon’s armed forces and of their
relatives

No information on the treatment of former members of Cameroon’s armed forces and of their
relatives by separatists in Northwest and Southwest (Anglophone) regions could be found
among the sources consulted by EUAA within time constraints. However, the following
information may be relevant.

A report by Amnesty International on human rights violations in the Anglophone Northwest
region of Cameroon published in July 2023 reported that armed separatists ‘have been
responsible for numerous crimes against the population in the Anglophone region, ranging
from murders, abductions, torture and the destruction of homes. They have targeted people
suspected of collaborating with the defence and security forces [...].”°* The same report added
that in the Northwest region, separatists killed, abducted, and burned homes of people
perceived as collaborating with the authorities and the military forces.” Similarly, the
newspaper African Observer reported in May 2023 that ‘armed groups frequently stand
accused of kidnapping, killing, or injuring civilians whom they accuse of collaborating with
Cameroonian authorities.”®

Some indicative examples of incidents involving civilians accused of collaborating with the
government and military forces include:

e On 4 October 2023, two unarmed men were publicly executed by separatist fighters in
Guzang, Northwest region, after they were accused of cooperating with the
government.®

e InJuly 2023, 12 armed fighters in uniforms shot civilians in Bamenda. According to the
governor of the Northwest region, the men were separatist fighters and wanted to
‘create panic’ among civilians who cooperate with the military.™

e On 20 February 2023, a woman was found beheaded on a road in Bali Nyonga,
Northwest region of Cameroon. According to media sources, as reported by Amnesty
International (Al), 'the victim was reportedly killed because armed separatists accused
her of being an informer for the authorities'."

e On 24 December 2022, Voice of America (VOA) News reported that according to the
human rights groups, government forces have burned houses of the separatist

6 Al, Cameroon: With or against us: People of the North-West region of Cameroon caught between the army, armed
separatists and militias, 4 July 2023, url, p. 24

7 Al, Cameroon: With or against us: People of the North-West region of Cameroon caught between the army, armed
separatists and militias, 4 July 2023, url, p. 56

8 African Observer (The), 30 women freed after abduction by separatists in Cameroon’s Anglophone Region, 28
May 2023, url

® HRW, Cameroon: Video Shows Killing by Armed Separatists, 13 October 2023, url; GCR2P, Cameroon —
Populationa at risk, 30 November 2023, url

©VVOA News, Cameroon Military, Separatists Trade Accusations of Civilian Killings, 18 July 2023, url; AP, Separatist
attack Kills 10 in northwestern Cameroon, regional governor says, 17 July 2023, url

" Al, Cameroon: With or against us: People of the North-West region of Cameroon caught between the army, armed
separatists and militias, 4 July 2023, url, p. 17


https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AFR1768382023ENGLISH-1.pdf%20published%204%20July%202023
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AFR1768382023ENGLISH-1.pdf%20published%204%20July%202023
https://theafricanobserver.com/30-women-freed-after-abduction-by-separatists-in-cameroons-anglophone-region/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/10/13/cameroon-video-shows-killing-armed-separatists
https://www.globalr2p.org/countries/cameroon/
https://www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-military-separatists-trade-accusations-of-civilian-killings-/7185741.html
https://apnews.com/article/cameroon-attack-separatists-northwest-11ca88a4279cafbd3de9fabdd219f722
https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/AFR1768382023ENGLISH-1.pdf%20published%204%20July%202023
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supporters in the Northwest region. However, according to the government, the
separatists ‘set fire to the houses of people who the separatists accuse of
collaborating with government troops’.? Corroborating information could not be found
among the sources consulted by EUAA within the time constraints.

On 25 September 2022, ‘three health workers, a security guard, and a pastor were
kidnapped by separatists who accused them of collaborating with military forces’ in
Kumbo, Northwest region.™

On 6 July 2020, separatist fighters killed an employee of Doctors Without Borders who
worked in the Southwest region after being accused of collaborating with the military."
In August 2020, separatists beat and killed a woman in Muyuka, Southwest region.
The video shared on social media showed the fighter accusing her of collaborating
with the government.®

3. Treatment of former members of the Gendarmerie Nationale and of their
relatives

No information on the treatment of former members of the Gendarmerie Nationale and of their
relatives by separatists in Northwest and Southwest (Anglophone) regions could be found
among the sources consulted by EUAA within time constraints.

2 VOA News, Cameroon Military Denies Involvement in House Burnings in Northwest Region, 23 December 2022,

url

3 Insecurity Insight, Safeguarding Health in Conflict Coalition, Cameroon: Violence Against Health Care in Conflict
2022, 28 June 2023, url, p. 4

“ HRW, World Report 2021 — Cameroon events of 2020, 2021, url

'S HRW, World Report 2021 — Cameroon events of 2020, 2021, url


https://www.voanews.com/a/cameroon-military-denies-involvement-in-house-burnings-in-northwest-region/6888928.html
https://insecurityinsight.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2022-SHCC-Cameroon.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/cameroon#a6013b
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/cameroon#a6013b
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