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Organic Law No. 22/003 of May 2022 on disability rights and access to
services for people with disabilities, especially in Kinshasa

1. Organic Law No. 22/003 of May 2022

The Constitution of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) stipulates that persons with
disabilities ‘[informal translation] have the right to specific measures of protection concerning
their physical, intellectual and moral needs’ and notes the responsibility of the state to
‘linformal translation] promote the presence of people with disabilities in national, provincial
and local institutions’.! According to the same Constitutional provision, {informal translation] an
organic law sets out how this right is to be applied’.?

Organic Law No. 22/003 harmonizes the legal framework in line with the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ratified in 2015°; addresses basic rights for people with
disabilities, including access to education, healthcare, and employment?; reinforces access to
support services®; and establishes protection mechanisms.®

According to a report by the UN Security Council published in November 2022, the United
Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(MONUSCO) provided support to the government for the implementation of the Organic Law.”

In a statement at the 16" Session of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in June 2023, Iréne Esambo Diata, Deputy Minister for
People Living with Disabilities and Other Vulnerable Persons of the Democratic Republic of
Congo, indicated that measures being adopted by the government with regard to the
implementation of the organic law include the drafting of different bill proposals for the
accessibility for people with disabilities to transport, infrastructure, and other basic social
services; the representation of people with disability at public and private organizations; the
establishment of administrative services for the monitoring and evaluation of the
implementation of the law; and the establishment of a budget line for persons with
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https://www.leganet.cd/Legislation/JO/2011/JOS.05.02.2011.pdf
https://www.leganet.cd/Legislation/JO/2011/JOS.05.02.2011.pdf
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disabilities.? Information on the implementation of these proposals could not be found among
the sources consulted by the EUAA within the time constraints of this query.

According to the Deputy Minister, the main challenges affecting the implementation of the
organic law include the conflict situation, the persistence of ‘certain customs and negative
beliefs’ about people with disabilities, and budget limitations.® Also, the United Nations
Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD), a partnership of UN entities,
governments, OPDs [Organizations of Persons with Disabilities] and broader civil society to
advance the rights of persons with disabilities, noted that the main challenges concerning the
implementation of the law include the lack of knowledge of the law, the absence of judicial
mechanisms in line with the legislation, and limited budgetary resources.”

Additional information could not be found among the sources consulted by the EUAA within
the time constraints of this query.

2. Access to healthcare, housing, and support services, especially in
Kinshasa

Sources reported that people with disabilities do not receive government aid," do not have
access to adequate care and support services,"”? and have to support themselves on their own
means, mainly relying on support from their families and communities.” According to Freedom
House, people with disabilities are ‘nationally marginalized™ and face difficulties in accessing
government services, as well as employment opportunities and education.”™ According to the
United States Department of State (USDOS), persons with disabilities do not equally have
access to health care, education, transportation, and government and judicial services.™
UNPRPD also noted that they are not equally and effectively included in social protection
schemes and services.”

8 DRC, Ministere en charge des Personnes Vivant avec Handicap et Autres Personnes Vulnérables, Intervention de
S.E. Mme Irene Esambo Diata, Ministre déléguée en charge des Personnes Vivant avec Handicap et Autres
Personnes Vulnérables de la République Démocratique du Congo a la 16éme Session de la Conférence des Etats
Parties a la Convention relative aux Droits des Personnes Handicapées, 13 June 2023, url, pp. 3 -4
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Personnes Vulnérables de la République Démocratique du Congo a la 16eéme Session de la Conférence des Etats
Parties a la Convention relative aux Droits des Personnes Handicapées, 13 June 2023, url, pp. 4 -5
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https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20201203-new-bill-offers-hope-to-people-with-disabilities-in-dr-congo
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https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/415610_CONGO-DEM-REP-2022-HUMAN-RIGHTS-REPORT.pdf
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Concerning access to healthcare, UNPRPD noted that although most centres providing
healthcare to persons with disabilities have been created and administered by

private actors, the majority operate through ‘health zones (Zones de santé)’ and ‘general
referral hospitals (Hopitaux Généraux de Référence)’, which were created and are
administrated by the government, and are located in Kinshasa and remote provinces.”
According to the same report, the main challenge in the healthcare provided to persons with
disabilities in the establishments operated by the government relates to financial constraints.”

According to UNPRPD, although legislations and national plans run by the government are in
place, ‘access to health care for people with disabilities remains a major constraint’, mainly
due to ‘lack of service provision’, especially in rural and remote areas.?’ The same report also
noted that a major additional challenge that people with sensory disabilities face in accessing
the healthcare system is communication and lack of staff trained in alternative forms of
communication.?’

Sources also reported that women and girls with disabilities do not have adequate access to
healthcare adapted to their specific needs, especially in relation to issues of sexual and
reproductive health.?? According to the same sources, the main challenges include the lack of
financial resources and medical equipment suitable for the specific needs of women with
disabilities,? the cost of medical services,?* as well as the lack of qualifications and specialized
training at issues concerning disability of the healthcare professionals.?® According to
UNPRPD, these challenges are aggravated in cases of people with complex or psychosocial
disabilities.?®

Furthermore, sources noted that, in the context of humanitarian crises, the provision of
humanitarian aid, especially with regards to internally displaced people, does not always take
into account the specific needs of people with disabilities, including access to disability
inclusive services.?’

Information on access to healthcare, housing, and support services for people with disabilities
in Kinshasa could not be found among the sources consulted by the EUAA within the time
constraints of this query.
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