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COI QUERY RESPONSE – SIERRA LEONE 

 
Major security, political and humanitarian developments in Sierra 
Leone 

 
1. Major security and political developments 

1.1. Electoral violence 

On 24 June 2023, presidential elections took place in Sierra Leone, where the Sierra Leone 
People's Party (SLPP) had been in power since the 2018 elections.1 Out of the 13 candidates, 
Mr Julius Maada Bio, running for his re-election with the SLPP, and Mr Samura Kamara, the 
leader of the All People’s Congress (APC), were leading the polls.2  The period surrounding 
the elections was described by Reuters as ‘tense, with violence breaking out before, during 
and after the vote’.3  
 
The week preceding the elections, supporters of the APC demonstrated in Freetown and 
asked for the resignation of the chief electoral Commissioner over ‘allegations of electoral 
fraud’.4 Referring to the same incident when protesters were demanding the resignation of the 
chief electoral Commissioner, sources report clashes between the protesters and police 
officers who ‘fired rubber bullets and teargas at supporters of the opposition party’.5 Reuters 
reported the statements of the APC spokesperson who said that police killed one of the 
participants to the protests.6 On the same incident, the police ‘accused former combatants of 
firing at them with AK-47s and pistols’.7  
 
In the week before the elections, the APC office located in the city of Bo, Bo District, the 
second most populous city in Sierra Leone, was set on fire.8 The APC party denounced that 
the action had been carried out by ‘unknown perpetrators’.9 APC blamed SLPP supporters of 
several instances of attacks against its supporters and party offices in the Southern and 
Eastern provinces of Sierra Leone during the electoral period on a press release published on 
20 June 2023.10  
 

 
1 AlJazeera, Sierra Leone opposition leader wins presidential election runoff, 5 April 2018, url 
2 AlJazeera, Sierra Leone votes in national elections amid economic crisis 24, 24 June 2023, url  
3 Reuters, Sierra Leone president wins re-election, says electoral commission, 28 June 2023, url  
4 CNN, Tensions mount as Sierra Leone prepares for high-stakes elections, 23 June 2023, url; France 24, Violence 
flares in Sierra Leone ahead of presidential vote, 22 June 2023, url  
5 CNN, Tensions mount as Sierra Leone prepares for high-stakes elections, 23 June 2023, url 
6 Reuters, Violence flares in Sierra Leone ahead of presidential vote, 21 June 2023, url; VOA News, Tension Grows 
Ahead of Presidential Polls in Sierra Leone, 21 June 2023, url  
7 VOA News, Tension Grows Ahead of Presidential Polls in Sierra Leone, 21 June 2023, url  
8 Sierraloaded, APC Office Reportedly Set on Fire in Bo, 19 June 2023, url; Jurist, Sierra Leone opposition party 

protests Electoral Commission, 21 June 2023, url 
9 Sierraloaded, APC Office Reportedly Set on Fire in Bo, 19 June 2023, url 
10 Sierraloaded, APC Reacts to Alleged Attacks on Supporters, Party Offices in the South-East, 20 June 2023, url  

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/4/5/sierra-leone-opposition-leader-wins-presidential-election-runoff
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/4/5/sierra-leone-opposition-leader-wins-presidential-election-runoff
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/24/sierra-leone-votes-in-national-elections-amid-economic-crisis
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sierra-leone-president-wins-re-elecion-says-electoral-commission-2023-06-27/
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/06/23/africa/sierra-leone-election-walk-up-intl/index.html
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20230622-violence-flares-in-sierra-leone-ahead-of-presidential-vote
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/06/23/africa/sierra-leone-election-walk-up-intl/index.html
https://www.voaafrica.com/a/tension-grows-ahead-of-presidential-polls-in-sierra-leone/7147414.html
https://www.voaafrica.com/a/tension-grows-ahead-of-presidential-polls-in-sierra-leone/7147414.html
https://sierraloaded.sl/news/apc-office-fire/
https://www.jurist.org/news/2023/06/sierra-leone-opposition-party-protests-electoral-commission/
https://sierraloaded.sl/news/apc-office-fire/
https://sierraloaded.sl/politics/apc-reacts-attacks-supporters/
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During the campaign, the ruling party, SLPP, ‘complained about attacks on their supporters’.11 
Further information on attacks against SLPP supporters could not be found within the time 
constraints to complete the COI query.  
 
On Tuesday, 27 June 2023, the country’s electoral commission announced that Mr Julius 
Maada Bio won the election, obtaining 56.17 % of the votes, passing the 55 % required to win 
in the first round.12 According to the electoral commission as reported by Reuters 'the SLPP 
won 81 seats while the opposition All People’s Congress won 54’.13 Sources reported on 26 
June 2023 that while waiting for the results, during a press conference held at the 
headquarters of the APC in Freetown, police used teargas and fired shots to disperse 
opposition supporters.14 According to media sources during the operation, one woman died15 
and the APC party called for an investigation into her death the following day.16   
 
The leader of APC, Mr Samura Kamara, published on 27 June 2023 on his Twitter account that 
he rejected the results announced by the electoral commission.17 APC national publicity 
secretary, Sidie Yahya Tunis, speaking at the radio show, Daybreak Africa, declared that the 
reasons for the APC to reject the election results were that they were not verified by ‘APC field 
representatives’ and that they were ‘faked’ and ‘cooked up’.18 France24 reported on 2 July 
2023 that the APC 'said it will not take part in any level of governance in the country, from 
parliament to local councils' and issued several demands.19 Among these were included 
resignation of the Chief Electoral Officer, Chief Justice, Inspector General or Police, and 
reconducting elections in six months time.20 APC Parliamentarians boycotted the opening of 
Parliament on 14 July over the accusation of election tampering, though one APC 
Parliamentarian was sworn in.21 
 
National and international observation missions expressed their concerns ‘about the lack of 
transparency in the tabulation process’, which were shared by the United States (US), United 
Kingdom (UK), Ireland, Germany, France and EU Delegation, published in 28 June 2023 on a 
joint statement.22 The European Union Electoral Observation Mission (EU EOM) noted that 
there were ‘statistical inconsistencies between the first and second batch of presidential 
results published by the Electoral Commission for Sierra Leone (ECSL) on 26 and 27 June, 

 
11 Reuters, Violence flares in Sierra Leone ahead of presidential vote, 21 June 2023, url  
12 BBC, Sierra Leone election results: Julius Maada Bio leading Samura Kamara, 27 June 2023, url; AlJazeera, Sierra 
Leone’s Bio re-elected as president, avoids run-off, 27 June 2023, url 
13 Reuters, Sierra Leone ruling party wins 60% of parliamentary seats in contested vote, 1 July 2023, url 
14 Africa News, Police fire tear gas at opposition HQ as Sierra Leone vote tally continues, 26 June 2023, url; 
AlJazeera, Police fire tear gas at Sierra Leone opposition after vote, 26 June 2023, url  
15 Guardian (The), Woman killed at opposition party HQ during Sierra Leone elections, 28 June 2023, url; Africa 
News, Police fire tear gas at opposition HQ as Sierra Leone vote tally continues, 26 June 2023, url; Reuters, 
Woman unresponsive after gunshots heard at Sierra Leone opposition HQ, 25 June 2023, url  
16 VOA News, Sierra Leone’s Opposition Demands Electoral Violence Investigation, 26 June 2023, url  
17 SamuraKamara2023, [Twitter], posted on 27 June 2023, url 
18 VOA News, Sierra Leone’s Opposition APC Rejects Partial Election Result, 27 June 2023, url  
19 France 24, Sierra Leone's main opposition vows not to take part in governance, 2 July 2023, url 
20 SwitSalone, Elected APC MPs and local council officials set to boycott all governance activities, 6 July 2023, url  
21 VOA News, Sierra Leone Minister Slams Opposition Boycott of Parliament, 14 July 2023, url; Barron’s, Sierra 
Leone Parliament Opens To Opposition Boycott, 13 July 2023, url  
22 US Embassy Freetown, Joint Statement by U.S., UK, Ireland, Germany, France and EU Delegation, 28 June 2023, 
url  

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sierra-leone-president-maada-bio-seeks-re-election-amid-economic-woes-2023-06-21/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-65972744
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/27/sierra-leones-bio-declared-winner-of-presidential-election
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sierra-leone-ruling-party-wins-60-parliamentary-seats-contested-vote-2023-07-01/
https://www.africanews.com/2023/06/26/police-fire-tear-gas-at-opposition-hq-as-sierra-leone-vote-tally-continues/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/6/26/police-fire-tear-gas-at-sierra-leone-opposition-after-vote
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/jun/28/woman-killed-at-opposition-party-hq-during-sierra-leone-elections
https://www.africanews.com/2023/06/26/police-fire-tear-gas-at-opposition-hq-as-sierra-leone-vote-tally-continues/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/woman-severely-wounded-sierra-leone-opposition-hq-after-election-reuters-2023-06-25/
https://www.voaafrica.com/a/sierra-leone-opposition-demands-electoral-violence-investigation/7153452.html
https://twitter.com/samurakamara201/status/1673739635044892681
https://www.voaafrica.com/a/sierra-leone-s-opposition-apc-rejects-partial-election-result/7154273.html
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20230702-sierra-leone-s-main-opposition-vows-not-to-take-part-in-governance
https://www.switsalone.com/45957_elected-apc-mps-and-local-council-officials-set-to-boycott-all-governance-activities/
https://www.voaafrica.com/a/sierra-leone-minister-slams-opposition-boycott-of-parliament/7180429.html
https://www.barrons.com/news/sierra-leone-parliament-opens-to-opposition-boycott-92bc503a
https://sl.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/195/Joint-Statement-28-June-2023.pdf


 

4 
 

respectively’.23 The African Union Election Observation Mission (AUEOM) reported that 
‘elections were conducted in a generally peaceful, transparent, and credible manner, up to the 
counting on polling day, despite reported incidents of violence particularly during the pre-
election period.’24 

1.2. Anti-government protests 

On 10 August 2022, a series of protests erupted over the cost of living25 in the country, 
particularly in East Freetown,  and ‘soon devolved into violence, including acts of vandalism 
and attacks on security personnel’.26 Sources estimated that anti-government protests 
between protesters and security forces resulted in the killing of more than 21 persons.27 Six 
police officers were also killed during the protests.28 The preliminary report released on 11 
August 2022 by the Sierra Leone Police tallied 113 people arrested in the North-West and 
North-East regions in connection to their participation in the protest.29 Citing the Inspector 
General of Police, Amnesty International (AI) noted on 20 March 2023 that ‘515 people were 
arrested following the protests on 10 August including about 200 for violating the curfew’.30 
According to AI ‘people arrested were prosecuted for offences ranging from malicious 
damage, arson, unlawful procession, riotous conduct, seditious behaviour to murder’.31 At the 
time of publication, 20 March 2023, AI noted that ‘the exact number of people remaining in 
detention is uncertain’.32 Further information concerning the exact figure of people who had 
been detained could not be found within the time constraints to complete the COI Query. 
During the protests, authorities restricted access to internet, including social media and 
messaging apps.33  

 
2. Humanitarian situation  
Information on displacement due to conflict during the reference period was not found among 
the sources consulted by the EUAA within the time constraints of this response.  

 
23 EU EOM, The EU EOM calls on Electoral Commission for Sierra Leone to promptly publish disaggregated results 
data at polling station level, to ensure transparency and public scrutiny, 28 June 2023, url  
24 AUEOM, African Union Election Observation Mission to the 24 June 2023 General Elections in The Republic Of 
Sierra Leone – Preliminary Statement, 26 June 2023, url, p. 7  
25 Guardian (The), ‘Explosion of violence’: Sierra Leone picks up the pieces after protests, 21 August 2022,  url  
26 Crisis 24, Sierra Leone: Anti-government protests possible nationwide during Independence Day April 27, 26 
April 2023, url 
27 Reuters, Freetown in shock after dozens killed in Sierra Leone protests, 11 August 2022, url; CNN,  At least 21 
protesters killed during anti-government protests in Sierra Leone, sources say, 11 August 2022, url 
28 Reuters, Freetown in shock after dozens killed in Sierra Leone protests, 11 August 2022, url  
29 Sierra Leone Telegraph (The), Sierra Leone police interim report on the deadly protest is out and makes for grim 
reading, 11 August 2022, url  
30 AI, Sierra Leone: Seven months after August’s protests which turned violent in some locations, no justice yet for 

those injured or the families of those killed, 20 March 2023, url 
31 AI, Sierra Leone: Seven months after August’s protests which turned violent in some locations, no justice yet for 
those injured or the families of those killed, 20 March 2023, url  
32 AI, Sierra Leone: Seven months after August’s protests which turned violent in some locations, no justice yet for 

those injured or the families of those killed, 20 March 2023, url 
33 AI, Sierra Leone: Authorities must ensure robust, impartial investigation into deadly protests, 12 August 2022, url  

https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eom-sierra-leone-2023/eu-eom-calls-electoral-commission-sierra-leone-promptly-publish-disaggregated_en?s=410315
https://www.peaceau.org/uploads/final-preliminary-statement-26-06-2023.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2022/aug/21/sierra-leone-protests-inflation-cost-of-living
https://crisis24.garda.com/alerts/2023/04/sierra-leone-anti-government-protests-possible-nationwide-during-independence-day-april-27
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/six-police-officers-killed-sierra-leone-protests-police-head-2022-08-11/
https://edition.cnn.com/2022/08/11/africa/eight-killed-sierra-leone-protest-intl/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/six-police-officers-killed-sierra-leone-protests-police-head-2022-08-11/
https://www.thesierraleonetelegraph.com/sierra-leone-police-interim-report-on-the-deadly-protest-is-out-and-makes-for-grim-reading/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/sierra-leone-seven-months-after-augusts-protests-which-turned-violent-in-some-locations-no-justice-yet-for-those-injured-or-the-families-of-those-killed/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/sierra-leone-seven-months-after-augusts-protests-which-turned-violent-in-some-locations-no-justice-yet-for-those-injured-or-the-families-of-those-killed/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/03/sierra-leone-seven-months-after-augusts-protests-which-turned-violent-in-some-locations-no-justice-yet-for-those-injured-or-the-families-of-those-killed/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/08/sierra-leone-authorities-must-ensure-robust-impartial-investigation-into-deadly-protests/
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2.1. Food security 

The World Food Programme (WFP) describes Sierra Leone as a ‘a food-deficit country’.34 
According to the Human Development Index (HDI) published by the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), in 2021 Sierra Leone was placed in the ‘low human 
development category’ and ranked 181 out of 191 countries.35 The economic effects of the 
COVID-19 pandemic,36 as well as the economic effects of the war in Ukraine, and 
‘macroeconomic decline’, impacted the food security and deficit in the country.37 According to 
the information last updated on 30 March 2023 by The World Bank 'inflation and exchange 
rate depreciation reached record levels',38 placing Sierra Leone among the ten countries in 
the world with the highest food inflation.39 For instance, according to RPCA (Réseau de 
Prévention des Crises Alimentaires-The Food Crisis Prevention Network), in 2023, staple 
cereal prices are 113 % higher compared to the average of the last five years.40  
 
Key findings from the Food Security Monitoring System (FSMS)41 analysis presented in 
February 2023 show that most households spent over 75 % of their income on food and 
'cannot afford a healthy diet', affecting their health and nutrition in the long run. Falaba, 
Koinadugu, Moyamba and Pujehun were the districts presenting the highest levels of 
vulnerability.42  
 
The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC)43 published ‘a visual display of the 
total number of people experiencing or facing high levels of acute food insecurity classified in 
Crisis’ and included Sierra Leone among the countries affected by major crises. The platform 
estimates that between June 2023 and August 2023, in Sierra Leone, more than 1 million 
people are experiencing ‘high levels of acute food insecurity’, 34 384 are in a situation of 
emergency and 2.9 million are estimated to be in stressed condition during the same period.44 
According to the WFP, ‘stunting remained Sierra Leone’s most significant malnutrition 
burden’.45 Despite some improvements and the national stunting rate in children under 5 
years old dropped from 31 % in 2019 to 26.3 % in 2021,46 there were about 176 000 children 

 
34 WFP, Sierra Leone; Annual Country Report 2022; Country Strategic Plan 2020 - 2024, 8 April 2023, url, p. 7   
35 UNDP, Human Development Index – Sierra Leone, last updated 8 September 2022, url 
36 Bertelsmann Stiftung, BTI 2022 Country Report — Sierra Leone, 23 February 2022, url p. 4 
37 WFP, WFP Sierra Leone Country Brief, May 2023, url, p. 1  
38 World Bank, Sierra Leone - Overview, last updated 30 March 2023, url 
39 WFP, WFP RAM Sierra Leone Market Prices Bulletin - Quarter 1, 2023, 8 May 2023, available at: url, p. 8   
40  RPCA, Press release on food and nutrition situation in the Sahel and West Africa, 16 June 2023, url, p. 1 
41 The FSMS analysis developed by WFP in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security is based 
on a bi-annual survey. The results presented in February 2023 were based on the collection of data from 5 120 
residents living in 16 districts and in both urbanised and rural areas to monitor the food insecurity situation across 
the country. WFP, WFP Sierra Leone Country Office: Food Security Monitoring System Report - February 2023, 19 
April 2023, url, p. 5 
42 WFP, WFP Sierra Leone Country Office: Food Security Monitoring System Report - February 2023, 19 April 2023, 
url, p. 3 
43 IPC is an innovative multi-partner initiative for improving food security and nutrition analysis and decision-making. 
IPC, IPC overview and classification system, n.d., url 
44 IPC, About the IPC-CH Dashboard – Sierra Leone, n.d., url  
45 WFP, Sierra Leone; Annual Country Report 2022; Country Strategic Plan 2020 - 2024, 8 April 2023, url, p. 7 
46 World Bank, Prevalence of stunting, height for age (% of children under 5) – Sierra Leone, 2021, url 

https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000147998/download/?_ga=2.190826985.330265416.1690213422-1826965102.1687448196
https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/specific-country-data#/countries/SLE
https://bti-project.org/fileadmin/api/content/en/downloads/reports/country_report_2022_SLE.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/d6c2ab78-4c98-4a82-bf23-046a9f2b8a1b/WFP%20Sierra%20Leone%20May%20Country%20Brief%20May%202023.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/sierraleone/overview
https://reliefweb.int/attachments/3597bff9-dd59-461f-854e-9818253c7f8b/WFP-0000148820.pdf
https://www.food-security.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Press-Release-PREGEC-Abuja-June-2023.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-sierra-leone-country-office-food-security-monitoring-system-report-february-2023
https://www.wfp.org/publications/wfp-sierra-leone-country-office-food-security-monitoring-system-report-february-2023
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/ipc-overview-and-classification-system/en/
https://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-website/ipc-dashboard/
https://docs.wfp.org/api/documents/WFP-0000147998/download/?_ga=2.190826985.330265416.1690213422-1826965102.1687448196
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.STNT.ZS?locations=SL
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under 5 years old with wasting disease in Sierra Leone in 2022.47 According to the World 
Bank, as of 2021 infant mortality stood at 78 children per 1 000 births.48  
 

2.2. Access to healthcare 

World Health Organisation (WHO) informed that ‘the population of Sierra Leone has limited 
access to quality essential medicines and health technologies’.49 WHO notes that in 2023 
health service delivery is limited due to ‘socioeconomic barriers, weak referral systems, limited 
availability of basic medical commodities (drugs and equipment) and amenities needed for 
quality health service delivery, frequent stockouts of essential medicines and medical supplies 
in public health facilities, weak supply chain management system for medical commodities 
and inability to implement the basic packages of essential health services’.50 Funding the 
health system in Sierra Leone ‘faces numerous challenges, including inadequate health 
expenditure per capita, high out-of-pocket spending, limited fiscal space, with heavy 
dependency on donors’.51 The WHO mentioned that noncommunicable diseases and injuries 
(NCDIs), including mental health problems, ‘remain major public health challenges in Sierra 
Leone’.52  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
47 FSIN, Global Report on Food Crises 2023 – Country Profile Sierra Leone, url, p. 2 
48 World Bank, Mortality rate, infant (per 1,000 live births) - Sierra Leone, 2021, url 
49 WHO, Country Cooperation Strategy 2022–2025 Sierra Leone, 2023, url, p. 27 
50 WHO, Country Cooperation Strategy 2022–2025 Sierra Leone, 2023, url, p. 11 
51 WHO, Country Cooperation Strategy 2022–2025 Sierra Leone, 2023, url, pp. 11-12 
52 WHO, Country Cooperation Strategy 2022–2025 Sierra Leone, 2023, url, pp. XV, 8 

https://www.fsinplatform.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/GRFC2023-country-sierraleone.pdf
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.IMRT.IN?locations=SL
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2023-06/WHO%20Sierra%20Leone%20Country%20Cooperation%20Strategy%202022-2025.pdf
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2023-06/WHO%20Sierra%20Leone%20Country%20Cooperation%20Strategy%202022-2025.pdf
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2023-06/WHO%20Sierra%20Leone%20Country%20Cooperation%20Strategy%202022-2025.pdf
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2023-06/WHO%20Sierra%20Leone%20Country%20Cooperation%20Strategy%202022-2025.pdf
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