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COl QUERY RESPONSE - IRAQ

Penal and Criminal Codes in Iraq and the KRI

Information on whether the Kurdistan Region of Iraq applies the same Penal
and Criminal Codes as the Central Government

National Iraqi courts are responsible for applying the Iragi Penal Code No 111 of 1969! and the Iraqi
Criminal Procedures Code No 23 of 19712, in line with general constitutional guarantees relating to
the punishment of crime.? In the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI), the Iraqgi Penal Code and Penal
Procedure Code apply.* However, the KRI might amend the Criminal Procedure Code as it deems
appropriate. In addition, the KRI does not recognise new laws and amendments passed by the
central government after 23 October 1991, unless they are enacted into law by the Kurdistan
Parliament. As a result, there are significant differences between the procedural codes of the KRI
and the central government.® An English version of the KRI Criminal Procedure Code, amended on
14 February 20105, is accessible on the website of the Kurdistan Center for International Law (KCIL).”

For more detailed information regarding the judiciary, legal system, criminal procedures in both Iraq
central government and KRI, it is possible to consult the EASO COIl Report, Actors of Protection,
November 2018. In particular, the following sections:

4. Legal Framework

4.1 Constitution and fundamental rights overview

4.2 Criminal law and anti-terrorism laws
6. Judiciary and legal system

6.1 Court structure

6.2 Criminal trial procedures

6.3 Capacity

6.4 Effectiveness

6.5 Integrity

6.6 Tribal interactions with state justice
8. Kurdistan Region of Iraq

8.4 Judiciary &
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2018 url, pp. 9-10.
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6 KRI, Criminal Procedure Code 23 of 1971 Kurdistan region of Iraq (as amended to 14 February 2010), available
at: KCIL, url

7 KCIL, is a Kurdish-German, non-governmental academic centre with a primary focus on research and analysis
of the international law pertaining to Kurdistan’s communities. See KCIL, About us, n.d., url
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